
December 2016  
 

EUCHARISTIC LECTIONARY YEAR C 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

7:45 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9 AM  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

11 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II 

  Childrenõs Worship 
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

10 AM Adult Classes 

  First Communion 

  Deep Blue One Room 

  Encouragers 
 

WEEKDAY WORSHIP 

6 PM  Wednesday 

  Holy Eucharist Rite II 

12 PM Thursday 

  Holy Eucharist & 

  Healing (Chapel) 

It happens every year about this time.  It is regular just like a watch keeping time. 

And it has nothing to do with Christmas, but it has much to do with Advent.  In 

fact, it is an Advent sign. 

 

The employees of the Texas Department of Transportation put down those signs 

that say, òWatch for ice on bridge.ó  Well, just how long should we watch?  How 

long will it take before there is ice on the bridge?  When will it happen?  This year? 

In the next couple of years? 

 

Obviously, the sign is not meant to encourage you to stop and wait for the ice to 

come, but rather to be prepared in the event that you should encounter ice on the 

bridge.  You go on with life while you are always watching and being prepared. 

 

Now, what does that sign have to do with Advent?  Everything!  The sign, òWatch 

for ice on bridge,ó reminds us that the ice came once and it will come again.  

Therefore, we are to be ready.  We are to live in expectation and anticipation that 

it will happen again, sometime. 

 

That is the Advent theme.  Christ came once and Christ will come again.  That is 

the promise of Advent and Christmas for the one whose advent we celebrate also 

promised to come again.  We know that Christ will come but we do not know 

when.  Therefore, we are to be ready.  We are to live in anticipation and 

expectation of the coming of the Christ and our encounter with Him when He 

comes. 

 

It is an ordinary sign, òWatch for ice on bridge,ó but it is an Advent sign to remind 

us daily to be in readiness, expectation and anticipation for the coming of Christ.  

So, as you travel about in the Advent season and observe the sign, òWatch for ice 

on bridge,ó be prepared for the ice, but more importantly let it be a reminder to 

live in anticipation and expectation of the coming of the Christ, who came and 

who has promised to come again. 

 

Yes, watch for the ice, and as you do, get ready for Christõs Advent! 

 

        By Rev. Richard Bremer 
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The Season of Anticipation  



Christmas at St. Barnabas 

Nov. 27, Sunday   10:00 a.m.  Advent wreath making 

Dec. 4, Sunday   10:00 a.m.  Baking cookies for those in need 

Dec. 11, Sunday   10:00 a.m.  Christmas decoration making 

Dec. 16, Friday   6:00 p.m.  Rotary Wrap Party 

Dec. 18, Sunday    11:00 a.m.  Christmas Pageant 

Dec. 22ñ23        Church Office Closed 

Dec. 24, Saturday   4:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Family Serviceñ 

          In the Parish Hall 

      5:30 p.m .  Christmas Eve Service 

      10:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Service 

Dec. 25, Sunday   10:30 am  Christmas Day Service 

Poinsettias  

Parishioners may honor a loved one by purchasing a Christmas poinsettia.  Sign 

up in the Narthex on Sundays or in the office during the week, starting 

December 4.  The cost is $15 each.  The plants will adorn the altar during the 

Christmas season. 

On Friday, December 16 at 6:00 p.m., the Fredericksburg Rotary 

Club will hold its annual òWrap Partyó for Toys for Tots in the Parish 

Hall.  Last year, they gave nearly 900 toys to over 325 families.  

Food and drinks are provided for the wrappers.  Share the 

Christmas Spirit with new friends as you help bring  joy to a child in 

our community.  All are welcome.  

Angel Tree  

You can make a childõs Christmas as merry as it should be by 

being an òangeló. Simply take an òornamentó from the Angel 

Tree in the Parish Hall.  Make sure you take a copy of the directions and write your 

name and phone number in the appropriate space on the chart located nearby.  Then 

shop, wrap your gifts, and return them to the Church before 

December 13. Weõll take them to the Needs Council where the 

recipients will pick them up.  



Compline Service during Advent   

On the four Thursdays of Advent, December 1, 8, 15, and 22, Melissa Dobbins will lead a Compline 

service in the chapel at 9 p.m.  Compline is part of the Daily Office celebrated before retiring for the 

night.  A beautiful and inspirational service, Compline is made up of traditional prayers, Psalms and 

readings from Scripture.  It does not include Holy Eucharist or a sermon.  Antiphon from Compline: 

Guide us waking, O Lord,  

and guard us sleeping;  

that awake we may watch with Christ,  

                                          and asleep we may rest in peace.            
  

If the Daily Office is not presently part of your prayer life, Advent is the perfect time to begin.  

Youõre welcome to attend in your pajamas! 

Encouragers Sponsor a Twist on 
Advent Countdown 
 

We all know those Countdown-to-Christmas calendars. Each day, you open the little flap that reveals a treat, 

trinket or sweet.  What if we set aside a gift for someone else as we count down the days of Advent?   
 

Join the Encouragers as we collect non-perishable food items for the Fredericksburg Food Pantry.   A 

òForestó of numbered boxes will be in the Parish Hall ready to receive your donations.  

1)   Pasta 

2)   Breakfast Cereal 

3)   Spaghetti Sauce 

4)   Canned Fruit 

5)   Mayo 

6)   Canned Meat 

7)   Mac & Cheese 

8)   Flour 

9)   Crackers 

10)   Cake/Brownie/Muffin Mix 

11)   Canned Tomatoes 

12)   Breakfast/Snack/Energy bars 

13)   Rice 

14)   Vegetable Oil 

15)   Tomato Paste/Sauce 

16)   Canned Vegetable 

17)   Peanut Butter 

18)   Jelly/Jam 

19)   Canned/Packaged soup 

20)   Jello/Pudding 

21)   Dried Beans/Peas 

22)   Sugar 

23)   Salad Dressing 

24)   Mustard 



St Barnabas Financials as of October 31, 2016 

  

Oct 16 

Actuals 

Monthly 

Budget 

$ +/ - 

Budget 

Jan-Oct 

Actuals 

YTD 

Budget 

$ +/ - 

Budget 

Annual 

Budget 

Income 44,297  40,230  4,067 401,642  402,300  -658 482,750  

Expenses: 
              

Staff 35,525  26,685  8,840 279,422  266,850  12,572  320,199  

Operating 5,300 6,449 -1,149 64,534  64,490  44 77,400  

Ministry 2,429 2,778 -349 31,869  27,780  4,089 33,350  

Apportionment 
5,381 5,381 0 53,810  53,810  0 64,572  

Total Expenses 
48,635  41,293  7,342 429,635  412,930  16,705  495,521  

Net Income 
-4,338 -1,063 -3,275 -27,993  -10,630  -17,363  -12,771  

October 2016 Financial Report  

Balance Sheet: 

 

There was an increase of $ 5,166.  The following is the breakdown by area: 

Monthly Operations -$ 4,339   (explained below) 

Moms Morning Off $    785    (explained below) 

Prepaid Pledges  $10,109  

Restricted Funds  -$  1,645 

Significant activity from funds were as follows:  Building Fund (-$413), Dugat MMO Scholarship (-

$1,502), Outreach ($417), Rector Discretionary (-$330) 

 

Monthly Operations: 

 

Overall there was a deficit of $4,339 versus a budgeted deficit of $1,063.  Income was over budget by 

$4,067.  The overage was in non-pledge offerings.  Expenses were over budget by $7,343.  The only area 

over budget this month was personnel expenses, the rest were under budget.  What drove the overage 

was the final medical and pension payments for the priest and assistant priest; it was even larger than 

normal due to a catch-up payment for the assistant priest.  The expectation is that if we get the normal 

December income increase that we will end the year close to our budget.  YTD income is slightly under 

budget by $658 ($401,642 vs $401,300).  YTD Expenses are over budget by $16,706 ($429,636 vs 

$412,930)  

 

MMO: 

 

MMO had a surplus of $785.  Enrollment is at 40 children with 10 teachers, this means everything is run-

ning at full+ capacity.  The YTD balance is a positive $9,535. 

 



From the Senior Warden  
It is my pleasure to announce the nominees for vestry.  The election will be held on  

January 15, 2017 at the Annual Parish Meeting. Be looking in the coming weeks for their 

ñbioôs and picturesò in our pew sheets and also on the St. Barnabas website.   They are: 

Shelly Kothmann 

Ken Smith 

John Wallace 

John Youngblood 

Please set aside the date of the Annual Parish Meeting on your calendar for this important 

event. This will be our first One-Service Sunday for 2017!  A light lunch will be served 

prior to the Annual Meeting. 

I hope you are planning to participate in some of the Advent activities mentioned in this 

issue of the Encourager.  Youôll have a richer and more enjoyable Advent season if you do. 

There are currently several opportunities to serve our church. A greeter is needed for the 

fifth Sunday each month.  Contact Jimmy Davis or the church office for more information.  

We also need volunteers to teach Childrenôs Sunday School for a short period of time in the 

spring.  Please contact Fr. Bur if you can help for a short while in this area. 

Have a joyous Advent Season! 

                Vickie  

HELP WANTED 

Elementary School Teachers are needed to teach January 22 ð March 26 (no class on March 12 or 19). 

Both lead-teachers and substitutes are needed.  This session will use Dave Ramseyõs òFinancial Peace, 

Jr.ó which teaches children the importance of giving, saving and spending. 

 

Contact Father Bur for more information and to volunteer. 

Church to Church Walk  to be Held December 13  

The entire community is invited to participate in this yearõs Church to Church Walk, scheduled for 

Tuesday, December 13, at 6 p.m.  The churches included in this yearõs walk are: 

Zion Lutheran      Bethany Lutheran 
 

Holy Ghost Lutheran   St. Maryõs Catholic 
 

At each church, the group will spend about 12 minutes indoors for a hymn, prayer, scripture reading 

and a special musical number. Then weõll walk as a group to the next church.  St. Maryõs will provide 



 

Troop 137 is the oldest continuous Boy Scout Troop in Fredericksburg.  The troop was formed in 1981 and 

currently consists of 11 Scouts with more planning to join.  

Scoutmaster Gayne C. Young believes that one secret of the troopõs longevity is its numerous outdoor 

activities.  òEven in this age of digital media, online gaming, and phones, boys still long to be outdoors and 

to experience adventure first hand and in a natural setting.  Troop 137 goes on monthly hiking trips, 

camping trips, canoeing excursions, and a host of other activities.ó  They will hike Guadalupe Peak and 

much of Big Bend this summer and 

attend summer camp. 

Troop 137 is sponsored by St. 

Barnabas and meets each Tuesday 

from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. in St. 

Barnabasõ Parish Hall.  Boys 11 to 18 

years of age are welcome to attend.  

Contact Scoutmaster Gayne C. Young 

at 830-285-1011 or at 

gayne@gaynecyoung.com for details. 

Boy Scouts Celebrate 35th Anniversary  

Advent Activities ñWreath Making  

Father Bur has organized three Sundays of 

multi-generational Advent activities.  The firstñ

wreath makingñwas held on November 27.  

Cookie baking and decoration making will 

happen on December 4 and 11.  

 All are welcome! 

In the Parish Hall at 10:00 a.m. 


